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OBJECTIVES 

These Community Design Standards are a guide for the members of the La Costa Oaks Architectural 
Committee, hereinafter known as the AC, and the La Costa Oaks homeowners, who are members of 
the Community Association. It is hoped that these Design Standards will increase homeowner 
awareness of the ways in which the integrity of the Community Plan is presetved and the 
responsibilities the homeowners must assume in this process. The standards address exterior 

improvements for which homeowners most commonly submit applications and are not intended to be 
all-inclusive. 

The specific objectives of these Design Standards are: 

A To provide uniform guidelines to be used by the AC in reviewing applications in conformance 
to the standards set forth in the legal documents of La Costa Oaks. 

B. To assist homeowners in preparing an application to the AC. 

C. To increase homeowners' awareness and understanding of the CC&Rs, Bylaws, Articles of 
Incorporation and Community Guidelines. 

D. To maintain and improve the aesthetic integrity of La Costa Oaks. 

E. To illustrate basic design principles which will aid homeowners in developing exterior 
improvements that are in harmony with the immediate neighborhood and the community as a 
whole. 

The intent of these Design Standards are not to inhibit individuality and creativity, but to assure 
homeowners of continuity of design that will help presetve or improYe the appearance, protect 
property values, and enhance the overall architectural environment of La Costa Oaks. 

These Standards are directed only to exterior alteration, including landscaping made by homeowners 
to their property. 

COVENANTS. CONDITIONS AND RESTRICTIONS (CC&Rs) 

A Section 7 of the CC&Rs establishes the La Costa Oaks Architectural Committee (AC). The 
AC e\·aluates and approves or denies proposed exterior alterations and improvements for 
compliance with the standards set forth in the covenants and Community Design Standards. 
This involves the regular reYiew of all applications for exterior alterations submitted by 
homeowners. 

B. The CC&Rs are binding on all homeowners and every homeowner is encouraged to read the 
CC&Rs thoroughly for complete understanding of the responsibilities of the community 
association and its members. Each and every definition set forth in the CC&Rs shall have the 
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same meaning in these Design Standards. Defined terms are capitalized within the text of this 
document. 

LANDSCAPE THEME 

The landscape plays a significant role in defining and supporting the La Costa Oaks character. This 
character is best exhibited through the use of plant materials that embody a more naturalized riparian 
character reflecting an agrarian quality, but within an organized framework of landscape treatment to 
establish a cohesive community image and theme. La Costa Oaks is enveloped by a large expanse of 
permanent open space set aside by the Habitat Conservation Plan/Ongoing Multi-Species Plan. The 
overall landscape philosophy is structured to complement the character of adjacent open space. Layers 
of plantings shall be used to soften building masses and to integrate architectural forms. Hardscape 
elements shall reinforce the architectural character and emphasize the character of La Costa Oaks. In 
addition, the goal is to promote an overall consistency of design that will strengthen the character of 
the neighborhood and the community landscape concept. 

The following list of plants reflects the concepts and philosophy of La Costa Oaks and shall be used in 
the development of landscape plans for individual homeowners. 

IA COSTA OAKS APPROVED 
PIANT MATERIALS FOR FRONT & SIDE YARDS 

(Special conditions will apply for Habitat Preserve Adjacent Areas as well as Fire Suppression 

Zones. Please refer to additional Exhibits attached hereto. Some large trees also require a 10' set 

back from the property line. Example of trees that are required to be set back at least ten (10) 
feet from the property line are noted in B OLD C A.PS below. Other than this and the other 

architectural requirements, there are no restrictions on Rear Yard landscape selections.) 

TREES 
BOTANICAL N AME 

Agonis flexuosa 
Alnus rhombifolia 
Archontophoenix cunninghamiana 
Arbutus marina 
Arbutus unedo 
Brachychiton spp. 
Brahea armata 
Brutia capitata 
Chamaerops humilis 
Comarostapyhlis diversifolia 
Cycas revoluta 
Dioon edule 
Eriobotrya deflexa 

C O�ON N AME 

Peppermint Tree 
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White Alder 
King Palm 
NCN 
Strawberry Tree 
Fllame / Bottle Tree 
Mexican Blue Palm 
Pindo Palm 
Mediterranean Fan Palm 

Summer Holly 
Sago Palm 
Mexican Cycad 
Bronze Loquat 




